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Di rector s Wel come
The field of APA Studies hasMichigar(2014). APA Studies faculty members have
been heavily focused on thevorked and are conducting new work in this area. Steve
western United States since iSold has researched and written about Asian refugees and
founding at the University of Sanmmigrant entrepreneurs in Lansing and Dearborn. An-
Francisco and the University ofirea Louie and Desiree Qin are working on new projects
California, Berkeley in the 1960sbout the experiences of Chinese international students at
This is not surprising as, duringdSU. And many APA Studies faculty, including Terese
he 1800s, most Asian immiGuinsatao Monberg and Naoko Wake, gathered in Evans-
. grants traveled to the westton, lllinois, for the Association for Asian American Stud-
However, with the creation ofies Annual Meeting this spring. There is a great cohort of
.t he OEast of Cactivée ARArgraduaté stuGemts who shave recently orga-
in 1991, there have been effortsized the MSU APA Graduate Students Association.
Dr.Amnapegler ~gordon 't 0 Odecenter ¢ HArddsiah Aneeticdn Hetbry uhdeigraduate students are
APA Studies Director American Studies away from aalso contributing to the history of Asian Americans, col-
exclusive focus on Californialecting, recording and transcribing oral histories of Asian
Over the past 25 years, many of these efforts have focAsegfican Michiganders that will be stored in the MSU
on the large communities of Asian Americans in the easdechives.
United States, specifically New York. My own work focus-
es in this area, as | am finishing up a book on the experigimce its founding almost fifty years ago, the field of APA
es of Asians at Ellis Island. Studies has not just added to our understanding of the
United States, but has challenged and transformed our
Increasingly, however, scholars have been paying attemtidarstanding of the complexity of race, ethnicity, cul-
to the experiences of Asians in the Midwest. This is gngat, identity, migration, exclusion and advancement. In
news, especially for those of us who live in Michige! same way, new studies of Asian Americans in Michi-
Wayne State University Press has publissiad Americangian and across the Midwest help us to tell new and differ-
in Michiga2015)edited by former MSU faculty membegnt stories about the APA experience. If you are interest-
Victor Jew. This volume joins MSU Press publicationsednin telling your story, please let us know!
Asian Indians in Mich{@@02) anéimong Americans in

Graduate Spotlighfi Mikayla Robinson Inside this issue:

The APA Studies Program is proud tdVhat are the benefits for having an APA | Ered Korematsu Pane?
introduce Ms. Mikayla Robinson, a Studies minor?
recent graduate of the APA Studies  MR: There are several benefits | gainela ¢t i vi sm.3 Hol i 1
Minor. We asked Mikayla to answer fiom completing my APA minor. First, | ’

few questions so we can get to know higiarned more about the APA communi pposlal ol ¢ R
a bit more. their history and the issues they face2P16 programming

What major and specializations did ~ '€amned so much and by learning about they it exhibit Opening 3

you graduate with? (cont. on page )

MR: Bachelor of Arts in Political Theony
and Constitutional Democracy; Second
major in Social Relations and Policy; |==
Minor in Korean and Asian Pacific
AmericarSt udi e s

Awards & Recognitions

Shina Steinberg 4
Retirement

What are your plans now that you

have graduated? LIKE us on Facebook!
MR: | will be attending Boston College
this fall to purs

¢Asian Pacific Ame

hope to continue focusing my studies g
immigration and APA studies. Aftel
compl eting my MasgE
a Ph.D. in History. &

Search:

www.apastudies.ssc.msu.gdu

| Recent MSU graduate Mikayla is shown with her parent%.




APA STUDIES NEWSLETTER Page 2

Fred T. Korematsu Panel

On Friday, January 30, 2015,
APA Studies Program in collabd
tion with the Michigan Asian Pac
American Affairs Commission 3
the Michigan Department of Ci
Rights hosted a panel in honor
recognition of Civil Rights activi| ]
Fred T. Korematsu. The event w{ e
celebration of
one of the many American citizen
Japanese ancestry who were inc4g
ated during World War II. He is
mous for his defying the gov
mentds order to report to Welhasthesperianges ofir
matsu appealed his case all the way to the U.S. Supreme \Gdu@ds in the film shown. M
which ruled against him in 1944. Years later his convictionkpasni d oi 0's re
vacated by the U.S. Distr i dninded maiaof my owr gran
courage and activism was recognized by his receipt of the Mrelieii andmade me realiz
dential Medal of Freedom from President Clinton in 1998. Fiieel was alive while this v , i
T. Korematsu is the first Asian American honored by a staté@@pening.Oftentimes, horri: S‘.Q’C 293 is the only course that all A
a day in his name. o ble events like this, especi Minor students must take.

ones t hat EMd 1 Increase your cultural awareness!
The event featured a panel of diverse APA leaders who shaugtit in public schools, talEEESEIREEESSCITVEERNER RN
their thoughts about Fr edad ®n thignpthesverldly aurat know faculty & staff! a
the nation to a diverse audience of students, faculty and Besftmes a large story discii B =TI AN AOAT G S ET o fole!
These leaders included FrancesHka Wang (NBC Asiannected from concrete expe contributions, struggles, stereotypes,
American blogger), Mary Kamidoi (former internee at Roh@rges and impacts on r resistance of an APA history!

e ( O s | g /l _ @R
(photo on left from left to right: FrancesHiaa Wang, Mary Kamidoi, Ron Aramaki, Matthew Wesaw, and Roland Hwanggphoto on ri
captures the wedlttended event)

AnAPA Studies Minoequires onlp
coursesto complete (i.e. 283 credits).
These courses range from a selectio
APA core courses along with Asian/A
heritage and race & ethnicity courses.

Camp, Arkansas), Ron Aramaki (Dept. of American Cultur®, @ 0 p | e 6 s | i v ¢RINOIillER{of WL [CEN I MVE=T IIE
of Michigan) and Roland Hwang (Dept. of American Culturghg otherwiselisconnectes include: study abroad, domestic stud
of Michigan). Also featured on the panel was Matthew Wddatgrical event from a pers away courses, and independent stud
(Director, Michigan Department of Civil Rights). that lived through it humal conduct a research project are availa

ized and took away the std®
Students in SSC 293: Introduction to APA Studies were ifized historicity from my personal perception of Japanese Intern-
tendance and had some profound reflections of the event.@gen t . 6
student , Ashl ey, wr ot e, ol was so grateful to hear from
Kamidoi who experienced the internment camps hieraslf ~ The event took place at the MOSAIC Multicultural Unity Centeé. 0
(9]

Graduate Spotligh® Mikayla Robinson (cont.)

APA community, I had a better ul
and the issues that we still face. Additionally, | continued to pursue a n
disciplinary approach, which helped me throughout my undergraduats
reer. Through a multidisciplinary approach, | was able to examine issug
new light and from different perspectives. | not only was able to incorpo}.
my learning into my other coursework, but it was through these courseq
| became an activist and helped claim my own APA identity.

€62 OS
o
o

"0 13U |0

What are you most proud of?

MR: | am most proud of my senior seminar research paper titfs
0Becoming Philip Jaisohn: ®Hatldy
research focused on Korean immigration, incorporating my interests i
APA community and immigration. More importantly, my research allo
me the opportunity to create dialogue within my family surrounding t
topics. | was able to discuss with my mother and grandmother their
immigration experiences, a topic often not openly talked about.

(o]

What have learned from your MSU experience?

MR: My MSU experience has taught me to pursue your interests and
give up on your goals. It has also taught me that you can have new gos
my undergraduate career | created new goals; | added new minorg
changed my plans for after graduation. | continually pursued my inte
and have never regretted going after these interests.
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APA Studies Programming for 2018016

OActivism, Politics, arhishrografhiing il lookkekdyl g@estions, such as:

Rai sin Asi an Ameri can ol cesoO . . : .
9 9 What are some oisthe key issues for Asian Americans in the

During the coming year, the presidential primaries will get undapcoming elections?

way, accompanied by widespread community activism, polfig@hat are some of the important ways in which Asian American
campaigning and media coverage. During these busy political timg§iticians are changing the face of electoral politics in Michi-
however, Asian American voices are often overlooked or silencefhn and beyond?

Historically, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders have one 196w does social media work to empower Asian Americans,
lowest voter turnout rates among all demographic groups, at jugowing marginalized voices to be heard? And how does social
30% of eligible voters. media also work to denigrate Asian Americans through viral

. , ) stereotyping? Does social media operate in distinctive new
The APA Studies Program will host a diverse range of programigyys for Asian Americans or it does simply extend existing

around the theme of OActi vi Sfﬁ}msoPn%rlgihaiizhtiBr?and%@i&anc@?oC' al Medi &
signed to help incorporate more Asian American voices into{hi?b

; e ) X . w are activism, politics and social media interconnected?
important political discussions of the coming year. The progr od h includ Asian Ameri . in th

ming will include a series of individual events starting in fall 201 0 how car; we include more Asian American voices in these
summit centered on the Michigan primary on March 8, 2016, ar%scussmns.

an OAsi an Ameri can Refl ecti_ons on t he El ecti,ono In mi
November 2016. These programs will raise issues importarf9YOU Know of any speakers or events taking place at
Asian Americans in Michigan and across the nation. The ABRU that fit within this programming vision? The
Studies Program also intends that these programs will make ABA Studies Program would like to collaborate with
nections beyond our usual audiences of undergraduate stud#her departments or organizations to create further
graduates, faculty and staff at Michigan State University. We aw@reness. If you want to get involved, pleasmntact

to appeal to alumni and community members across the Langarapaspec@msu.edor call (517) 358140
area.The program also planen-partisan activities such as voter
registration drive® helpincrease the attention to and the political
power of Asian American Voices.

Wednesday, September 30th (7:00 PM) Art Exhibit Openi
368 Farm Lane, Room S206 South Ked

*Exhibit will be open Fall Semester 2015

...featuring photography of John Ra.

John Ra (better known aSen

R& was the Asian Pacific

Ameri can Studi es Progr amds
first Undergraduate Program

Assistant from August 20606

July 2011. John was the crea-

tive inspiration for many of our

APA Studies promotional

items and also created the

Asian Pacific American Stu-

dent Organizationb6s (APASO)
logo. We are thrilled that we

are able to work with him

once again, this time featuring

him for his personal artistic

work. In October, John will

head to Boston to work as UX

designer for a startup business.

The exhibit will be open during the 2015 Fall semester. To view more work by
Genre, visit: http://genre.me/



